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U.S. Mints Break All Records 


Coinage Production 


| With 1964 


New major reverse error die on the U.S. 
colonial 1/24th real struck in 1688 has been. dis- 
Closed by Eric P. Newman, St. Louis, Mo. On 
‘the normal die (left) the harp shield for Ireland ‘ 
























is at left while on the rare erro 
at viewer’s right. The li 
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_art, to which lames. Tl belong- 
ed, was (fop-bottom-left-right): 
--Englarid, France; Ireland, Scot- 
») land. The new major error’ va- 
: ty has“the shields of Ireland 
ie d Scotland so that thes Irish 

harp is on the viewer’ s right and 
peite Seottish lion om the viewer’s 
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in last position, but-is merely a 
diemaker’s ‘error. 

- “The punch for each coat of 
arms wads separately used in cut- 
ting the die and thus the trans- 
position of the coat of arms is 
a similar mistake to the ‘side- 
wise 4 on another error in this 
series.” 

The new reverse, christened 
die “G” by Newman to distin- 
guish it from the other reverse 
dies described in his Museum 
Notes article, was first located 
at the British Museum cabinet 
and has since been located only 
in a very few collections, . the 
author revealed. 


Including the error variety 
[ies 


die is for Scotland; other shields are‘for_ 
(top) and France (bottom.) Obvers 
colonial 1/24th real in pure tin is shown in GéMer. 
Newman noted the dies were probably cut by 
~~ John Reettier of the famous Flemish die-cutting 
family. Scholar Newman calls the new reverse 
die “G” to distinguish it. 
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ris New Maj _ 


of the U. S. colonial coin, New- 
man illustrates and describes 
seven obverse and seven reverse 
dies in nine combinations. The 
one-csin series is called unusual 


by Néwman because: (1) The 
‘coins aré~the first duly author- 
ized mintag ally for the 







British colonies in America>¢ 


‘i ey are the only issue in pure, 
tin’ for American use, and (3) 


F coins constity the only 
ritish mintage Bene a sue 
denomination. 

Newman aressed wthe. dies 
for the 1/24th real were appar- 
ently cut by John Roettier, who 
with other members. of his fam- 
ily, although originally from 
Flanders, devoted most of their 
lives to engraving for the Royal 
English Mint.’ 

The coin is listed on page 49 
of the 1965 edition of “A Guide 
Book of United States Coins” as 
a “Florida token.” Newman 


notes that Florida was not even 


English at the time and that the 
jegally-authorized coin was prob- 
ably intended for use in all the 
American plantations of that 
time. 
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Presses Continue Rapid 


Pace Without Date Change 


The Bureau of the Mint scarce- 
ly took time out to look over its 
shoulder at its 1964 coin produc- 
tion—highest figure in the his- 
tory of the world—as it continued 
to pound out record amounts of 
half and quarter dollars, dimes, 
five and one-cent pieces, all 
bearing the 1964 date despite the 


“s ghew year of 1965. 
“According to. Treasury. Depart- 


ment reports on 1964 d6émestic 
coinage productiongxa’ total of 
5,979,831,590 silver ahd minor 
coins’ was@manufactured in 1964. 
Proof coin sets also-reached a 
new high with 3,752,919 reported 
at the. year’s end. 

The 12-month Mint report in- 
dicates 1,651,126,724 more coins 
were struck in 1964 than in 1963. 
There were 677,274 more Proof 
sets produced in 1964 than in the 
previous year. 

Increases for 1964 in the vari- 
ous denominations over 1963 
were: 

Cents, 756,198,000 

Nickels, 344,180,380 

Dimes, 265,797,900 

Quarter, 172,324,124 

Halves, 112,626,320 

Other departures irom the 
Mint “norm” during 1964 in ad- 
ition tc Tstorie coinage pro- 
duction were: 





Beginning with July 1, 1964, 
the Mint refused to release fig- 
ures on coinage manufacture by 
Mints—this was one more step 
in the Treasury’s efforts to 
thwart coin speculators and 
hoarders who study production 


figures at Denver and Philadel+ .. 


phia Mints in an effort to fore- = % 


te 
cast+‘fshort’? manufacture of de- © 


nominations. 


coins for foreign governments 
during, 1964. 


Bureau of the Mint officials . 


said earlier this year that the 
traditional. courtesy of striking 
eoins for other countries would 
be sacrificed in the interest of 
maintaining adequate coinage 
for the United States. 

In September the Bureau of the 
Mint announced it would invoke 
authority of a new law, and 
would manufacture coins after 
January 1, 1965, with the 1964 
date. This is to eliminate incen- 
tive for keeping 1964 coins out of 
circulation for speculative pur- 
poses. 

Néw “coin presses; tise~of--out- 
side sources for bronze and nick- 
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There .was to manufacture of i: ite 


el strip, use of facilities at the 


San Francisco 
ranktord Arsenal in Phila- 
(Continued on Page 3) 


Texas Dealer Faces Charges 
» After-Arrest In Mexico City 


Mexico Federal District police 
arrested Eliot J. Cashdan, Fort 
Worth, Texas, coin dealer, Jan- 
uary 16 on a charge of alleged 
fraud against American citizens 
in connection with so-called 
Mexican “Proof sets,”’. accord- 
ing to a United States Embassy 
spokesman in Mexico City. 

The spokesman said Cashdan 
was to come before a penal 
judge of the lower Mexican 
courts January 19 for a hearing. 
Bail, the Embassy spokesman 
added, could not be arranged 
before the hearing. Cashdan 


was still being detained by 





Col. Carter Hilsabeck, Coin 
World “columnist currently in 
Mexico City, said that the ae 
of Mexican proof ‘sets»iny: 
ment was prominently featured 
in Mexico City Sunday papers 
January 17. 
No 1964 or 1965 Mexican Proof 

sets. have been struck, and none 
will be struck, official. sources 
in. Mexico City ‘declared January 
14, 

A spokesman for the United 
States Embassy in Mexico City 
said that the Embassy’s econ- 
omics section verified there 
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